Welcome to worship in
Port Talbot Ministry Area
St Agnes’ Church

Proper 12 - year A

God is Love: let heav’n adore him;
God is Love: let earth rejoice;

let creation sing before him,

and exalt him with one voice.

He who laid the earth’s foundation,
he who spread the heav’ns above,

he who breathes through all creation,
he is Love, eternal Love.

God is Love: and he enfoldeth

all the world in one embrace;

with unfailing grasp he holdeth

every child of every race.

And when human hearts are breaking
under sorrow’s iron rod,

then they find that selfsame aching
deep within the heart of God.

God is Love: and though with blindness
sin afflicts the souls of all,

God'’s eternal loving-kindness

holds and guides us when we fall.

Sin and death and hell shall never

o’er us final triumph gain;

God is Love, so Love for ever

o’er the universe must reign.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Grace and peace be with you.
And keep you in the love of Christ.

We meet to worship God, whose wisdom is
beyond all understanding, whose love is
without end and whose kingdom is open to all.

Father of glory, holy and eternal, look upon us
now in power and mercy. May your strength
overcome our weakness, your radiance
transform our blindness, and your Spirit draw
us to that love shown and offered to us by
your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy.
Christ have mercy, Christ have mercy.

Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy.

My brothers and sisters, to prepare ourselves
to celebrate the sacred mysteries, let us call to
mind our sins.

Silence

Heavenly Father, we have sinned in thought,
word and deed, and have failed to do what
we ought to have done. We are sorry and
truly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus
Christ who died for us, forgive us all that is
past and lead us in his way to walk as children
of light. Amen.

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly
repent, have mercy on you and set you free
from sin, strengthen you in goodness and keep
you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.



Glory to God, Glory to God,

Glory to God in the highest.

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

We worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory

Glory to God, Glory to God,

Glory to God in the highest.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin
of the world, Have mercy on us;

You are seated at the right hand of the Father,
Receive our prayer.

Glory to God, Glory to God,

Glory to God in the highest.

For you alone are the holy one,

you alone are the Lord,

You alone are the most high, Jesus Christ,
With the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.

Glory to God, Glory to God,

Glory to God in the highest.

The Collect

The priest prays the collect for the day

Sit

A reading from the first book of Kings 3. 5-12

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a
dream by night; and God said, ‘Ask what |
should give you.” And Solomon said, ‘You have
shown great and steadfast love to your servant
my father David, because he walked before you
in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in
uprightness of heart towards you; and you have
kept for him this great and steadfast love, and
have given him a son to sit on his throne today.
And now, O Lord my God, you have made your
servant king in place of my father David,
although | am only a little child; I do not know
how to go out or come in. And your servant is

in the midst of the people whom you have
chosen, a great people, so numerous they
cannot be numbered or counted. Give your
servant therefore an understanding mind to
govern your people, able to discern between
good and evil; for who can govern this your
great people?’

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked
this. God said to him, ‘Because you have asked
this, and have not asked for yourself long life
or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but
have asked for yourself understanding to
discern what is right, | now do according to
your word. Indeed | give you a wise and
discerning mind; no one like you has been
before you and no one like you shall arise after
you.

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 119

Here is the route laid out for us to follow:
your word reveals the path we ought to tread.
You teach us how to walk and run in freedom
when by the truth we let ourselves be led —
so now we pledge

to turn our backs on falsehood,

and to be guided by your law instead.

Here is the spring

which offers real refreshment

to weary hearts, worn down by endless strain:
within your word we find such inspiration,
and ample strength to bear our deepest pain.
Lord, in our lives renew your gracious promise
and speak the word

which makes us strong again.

A reading from St Paul’s letter to the Romans
8. 26-39

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do
not know how to pray as we ought, but that
very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for
words. And God, who searches the heart,
knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because
the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to



the will of God.

We know that all things work together for good
for those who love God, who are called
according to his purpose. For those whom he
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed
to the image of his Son, in order that he might
be the firstborn within a large family. And those
whom he predestined he also called; and those
whom he called he also justified; and those
whom he justified he also glorified.

What then are we to say about these things? If
God is for us, who is against us? He who did not
withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of
us, will he not with him also give us everything
else? Who will bring any charge against God’s
elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to
condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who
was raised, who is at the right hand of God,
who indeed intercedes for us. Who will
separate us from the love of Christ? Will
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine,
or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is
written, ‘For your sake we are being killed all
day long; we are accounted as sheep to be
slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are
more than conquerors through him who loved
us. For | am convinced that neither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present,
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be
able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

| call you friends, says the Lord, because | have
made known to you everything | have learnt
from my Father.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to St
Matthew 13. 31-33, 44-52
Glory to you O Lord

Jesus put before the crowd another parable:
‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed
that someone took and sowed in his field; it is

the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has
grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes
a tree, so that the birds of the air come and
make nests in its branches.’

He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom
of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and
mixed in with three measures of flour until all
of it was leavened.’

‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden
in a field, which someone found and hid; then
in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and
buys that field.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a
merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding
one pearl of great value, he went and sold all
that he had and bought it.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that
was thrown into the sea and caught fish of
every kind; when it was full, they drew it
ashore, sat down, and put the good into
baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at
the end of the age. The angels will come out
and separate the evil from the righteous and
throw them into the furnace of fire, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
‘Have you understood all this?” They
answered, ‘Yes.” And he said to them,
‘Therefore every scribe who has been trained
for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of
a household who brings out of his treasure
what is new and what is old.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O
Christ.

The Sermon



Stand
The Creed

We believe in one God, the Father,

the almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven;

by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified

under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son

is worshipped and glorified,

who has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic

and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism

for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Intercessions

Lord, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.

The prayers end with:
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the
sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Stand

The Peace

God has reconciled us to himself through
Christ and given us the ministry of
reconciliation.

The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Scan to make
a donation to
St Agnes’
Church

The Offertory Hymn

The Church's one foundation

is Jesus Christ, her Lord;

she is his new creation,

by water and the word:

from heaven he came and sought her
to be his holy bride,

with his own blood he bought her,
and for her life he died.



Elect from every nation,

yet one o'er all the earth,

her charter of salvation,

one Lord, one faith, one birth;
one holy name she blesses,
partakes one holy food,

and to one hope she presses,
with every grace endued.

Though with a scornful wonder
men see her sore opprest,

by schisms rent asunder,

be heresies distrest;

yet saint their watch are keeping
their cry goes up, ‘How long?’
And soon the night of weeping
shall be the morn of song.

Mid toil and tribulation,

and tumult of her war,

she waits the consummation
of peace for evermore;

till with the vision glorious

her longing eyes are blest,

and the great church victorious
shall be the church at rest.

Yet she on earth hath union
with God the Three in one,
and mystic sweet communion
with those whose rest is won.
O happy ones and holy!

Lord, give us grace that we

like them, the meek and lowly,
on high may dwell with thee.

Pray, my brothers and sisters, that our sacrifice
may be acceptable to God the Almighty Father.
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your
hands for the praise and glory of his name, for
our good and the good of all his Holy Church.

The Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy at all
times and in all places to give you thanks and
praise, holy Father, heavenly King, almighty,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ your only
Son our Lord.

He is your eternal Word: through him you
created the universe and formed us men and
women in your own image. You sent him to be
our Saviour, born of Mary through the power
of the Spirit. Upon the cross he opened wide
his arms of mercy, embracing us in perfect
love, destroying the power of evil, suffering
and death.

On the first day of the week you raised him
from the dead and opened to us the gate of
everlasting life. Through him you have given us
your holy and life-giving Spirit, and made us
your own sons and daughters.

Therefore with angels and archangels and with
all the company of heaven we proclaim your
great and glorious name, for ever praising you
and saying:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.



Hear us, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ
your Son our Lord. Through him accept our
sacrifice of praise, and grant that, by the power
of your Spirit, these gifts of bread and wine may
be for us his body and his blood; who in the
same night that he was betrayed took bread
and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to
his disciples, saying, Take, eat; this is my body
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance
of me.

In the same way, after supper, he took the cup
and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying,
Drink from this, all of you; for this is my blood of
the new covenant which is shed for you and for
many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come in glory.

Therefore, Father, remembering the saving
death and resurrection of your Son we offer to
you in thanksgiving this bread and this cup, your
gifts to us, and we thank you for counting us
worthy to stand in your presence and serve
you.

Send your Holy Spirit upon all of us who share
this bread and this cup. Strengthen our faith,
make us one and welcome us and all your
people into the glorious kingdom of your Son.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit all honour and glory are yours,
almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen.

Let us pray with confidence to the Father in the
words our Saviour gave us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those

who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

We break this bread to share in the body of
Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body for we
all share in one bread.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the
world: have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the
world: have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the
world: grant us peace.

Behold the lamb of God who takes away the
sins of the world: Happy are those who are
called to his supper.

Lord, | am not worthy to receive you, but only
say the word and | shall be healed.



During Communion

Let all mortal flesh keep silence
and with fear and trembling stand;
ponder nothing earthly-minded,
for with blessing in his hand

Christ our God to earth descendeth
our full homage to demand.

King of kings, yet born of Mary,
as of old on earth he stood;
Lord of lords, in human vesture,
in the body and the blood.

He will give to all the faithful
his own self for heavenly food.

Rank on rank the host of heaven
spreads its vanguard on the way,
as the Light of light descendeth
from the realms of endless day,
that the powers of hell may vanish
as the darkness clears away.

At his feet the six-winged seraph;
cherubim with sleepless eye,

veil their faces to the Presence,
as with ceaseless voice they cry:
Alleluia, alleluia,

alleluia, Lord most high!

Stand
The Sending Out

Give thanks to the Lord for he is gracious:
his love is everlasting.

Eternal God, comfort of the afflicted and
healer of the broken, you have fed us at the
table of life and hope: teach us the ways of
gentleness and peace, that all the world may
acknowledge the kingdom of your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sit for the notices etc.
Stand
The Blessing

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

The Lord bless you and keep watch over you;
the Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to
you; the Lord look lovingly on you and give you
peace and the blessing of God almighty, the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among
you and remain with you always. Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.



The Angelus

The angel of the Lord brought tidings to Mary.
And she conceived by the Holy Spirit.

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.
Blessed art thou amongst women and blessed is
the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners,
now, and at the hour of our death.

Behold, the handmaid of the Lord.
Be it unto to me according to your word.
Hail Mary...

And the Word was made flesh.
And dwelt among us.
Hail Mary...

Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.
That we may be made worthy of the promises
of Christ.

Let us pray.

We beseech you, O Lord, to pour your grace
into our hearts; that as we have known the
Incarnation of your Son Jesus Christ by the
message of an angel, so by his cross and passion
+ we may be brought to the glory of his
resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Recessional Hymn

The Lord is King! He set the stars in space,

and fashioned all our varied human race.
Creator God whose hand sustains us still,

your kingdom stands, and all things serve your
will.

The Lord is King! He sent his Son to earth,
his glory laid aside in human birth.

O Saviour Christ, who died and rose again,
your kingdom comes where in our lives you
reign.

The Lord is King! He sent his Spirit here

to heal and save, to banish doubt and fear.
Spirit of truth, exalt the Living Word,

whose kingdom grows till all shall own him Lord.

The Lord is King! From all in earth and heaven
be blessing, honour, praise and glory given.
While earthly kingdoms fade and cease to be,
God’s kingdom lasts for all eternity.
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